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The Link Secondary School is a non-maintained co-educational special school for
children with speech, language and communication difficulties. It provides
education for 48 children, aged between 11 — 19. There is also a Link Primary
School and the two schools maintain close liaison. Both schools are approved by
the DCSF and children are referred to the schools by Local Education
Authorities.

The school is committed to equal opportunities. Close attention to each child's
needs is made possible by an excellent staff/pupil ratio (1:2.4), established
testing and assessment procedures, comprehensive curricular guidelines and
regular reviews.

The school building is small and friendly. A new teaching block was completed in
2003 with 6 classrooms which are networked with interactive whiteboards,
computers and furnished to a high standard. There are also specialist rooms for
art, French, music, ICT, science, craft and home economics. There is a library
and a well equipped hall for gymnastics and drama
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The Link Secondary School has to keep up with the growing demands for
presenting creative and up to date educational information to its students. There
is also the need to provide the students with hands on use of the PCs. In addition
the school needs to store and share data securely and maintain communications
with the authorities

The IT Partnership (ITP) has had a long standing relationship with the Link
Secondary School and have advised, road mapped, implemented and supported
their IT growth from a workgroup network with 10 pc’s to a fully functional domain
with wired and wireless access from over 45 client desktops and laptops with a
wide range of both administrative and educational applications present.
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ITP have provided the infrastructure to the Link’s IT needs with cabling to the
school for over 70 points, encrypted wireless access and an ADSL Internet Link,
domain, email and web site hosting as well as servers and laptops and desktop
PCs. The school also has white-board projectors in classrooms and network
printers and photocopiers.

To deal with increased Information Technology requirements, ITP installed a
Microsoft Small Business server with Exchange Email and ISA server Firewall to
store and manage data and Email centrally and securely. The server connects
with desktop and laptop clients, shared network printers for use throughout the
school and local printers for use within the classroom. There is a Network
Attached Storage device for backup as well as a portable hard disk for off site
storage of backups.
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The installed Server and Network gives all the teachers, administrative and
support staff email with shared calendars, distribution groups and each class
their own area, for both email and saved documents . Teachers can access
shared resources from both within the school or externally with the use of either
Virtual Private Networking or Remote Desktops. Most classrooms have three
pc’s (running Microsoft's Windows XP and Vista) and the class teachers have
laptops so that lessons may easily be prepared at home and then run in the
class. There are both educational (Numbershark Writing with Symbols and
Wordshark) and administrative programs (SIMS, Small Steps Sage etc) that run
over the network for ease of access and updating.
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1- ITP Built, Intel based fault Tolerant file Server with backup facilities

2- Microsoft Small Business Server 2003 Software Suite encompassing
Windows Server 2003, Exchange Server 2003, ISA Server among others.

3- AVG antivirus Software for SBS.

4- Specialist Software as listed above.

5- ADSL Max broadband Internet connection service.
6- Network Cabling , Switches and routers.

7- Installation, Configuration, Training and Support.

8- Support Contract covering actual incident based support delivered via
phone remote support and by engineer visits.

Liaised with Technical support of the specialist companies to install the software
on the new server and moved database from old server to a new server.

The Link Secondary School’s IT requirements were served and are being
supported on an on-going basis by the IT Partnership.
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